Plant Protection Science — 1999 Vol. 35, No. 2: 77

- ™

Bibliographical notice Zivotni vyroéi

The sixty-fifth birthday
of Prof. Dr. Anton J. Novacky, CSec.

The 65" birthday of an important personality gives an impulse to stop and think, to
evaluate the creative spirit and the contribution to society, even more so as we have
lived a certain part of our lives side by side. Prof. Dr. Anton J. Novacky, CSc., born to
the family of Slovak botanist Jan Martin Novacky, is one of my friends and an excellent
scientist. After finishing the gymnasium, he studied at the Comenius University in
Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, and graduated in 1956. He received his C.Sc. (Ph.D.) degree
from the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences in Prague in 1965, and was appointed to
the Institute of Experimental Phytopathology and Entomology, Slovak Academy of
Sciences, at Ivanka pri Dunaji.

Although this is not the forum to describe in detail all individual research accomplishments of Dr. Novacky, several
of them deserve our attention. Dr. Novacky publications on aberrant enzyme activities in infected plants prompted an
invitation in 1966 from the University of Kentucky, U.S.A., to work with Drs. H. Wheeler and R. Hampton on studies
of plants attacked by fungi and viruses. Dr. Novacky returned to Czechoslovakia in 1967, but after the invasion of his
homeland by the Soviet Union in August 1968, he and his family returned to the U.S.A. He rejoined the Plant Pathology
Department at the University of Kentucky, and in July 1969 Dr. Novacky joined the Department of Plant Pathology at
the University of Missouri, Columbia, as a postdoctoral fellow. There he was appointed assistant professor in 1970,
associate professor in 1975, and full professor in 1982,

During his 29 years at the University of Missouri he concentrated on research on plant bacteriological problems. His
studies on the hypersensitive defence reaction revealed that this phenomenon could be expressed by a sin gle plant cell
in response to a single bacterium. Searching for more sensitive procedures to monitor membrane perturbation, he
developed and introduced electrophysiological methods to measure transmembrane electropotentials in tissues and
single cells of higher plants. With this technique he investigated the effect of host selective toxins of fungi on cell
membranes of their host, and the cellular alterations elicited by bacteria during the development of the hypersensitive
reaction. Other research and teaching was focused on primary and secondary active transport in plants. Together with
his students and research associates he has published more than 100 articles in numerous internationally recognized
journals and chapters in books.

His research has earned him many invitations to international symposia and workshops. In 1983 he received the
Alexander von Humboldt Senior U.S. Science Award from the Federal Republic of Germany. In 1984 he was invited
by the Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science to spend three months at prominent Japanese Universities. In
1986 he became a Fellow of the American Phytopathological Society. In 1994 he published with his colleague Dr.
R. N. Goodman the monograph Hypersensitive Reaction in Plants to Pathogens, a Resistance Phenomenon.

Prof. Dr. Novacky has kept close contacts with his colleagues in Bratislava, and following the Velvet Revolution in
1989 he was able to return to his Alma Mater, the Comenius University, on several occasions. He has encouraged
several young scientists to join him at the University of Missouri. In 1993/1994, as a Fulbright Fellow, he taught
courses at Comenius University in plant physiology and physiology of plant disease resistance.

Dr. Novacky is a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Phytopathological
Society, American Society of Plant Physiologists, Sigma Xi and the Slovak Botanical Society. On January 1, 1999, he
became Professor Emeritus.

We wish him continued energy, success in all his endeavours, and good health for many more years.

Jan Pavlovkin (Ivanka pri Dunaji)

From 1992 onward Prof. A. Novacky has become a member of the Editorial Board of PLANT PROTECTION
SCIENCE Journal. All members of the editorial board wish to join numerous friends of Dr. Novacky in offering him
congratulations upon the occasion of his 65" anniversary of his birthday. We wish him personal well being and further
success in scientific work.

Viclav Kiidela (Prague)
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Ing. Josef Vacke, CSc., sedmdesatnikem

Ing. Josef Vacke, CSc., jeden z nestort eské rostlinné virologie, vynikajici od-
bornik na virové choroby obilnin a trav, oslavil 1. dubna 1999 v plné télesné a du-
evni sv&Zesti uprostied pilné a plodné védeckeé price, své sedmdesaté narozeniny.

Narodil se v roce 1929 ve Zdolbunové na Ukrajiné (Voly1n). Po repatriaci v roce
1945 dokonéil gymnazidlni studia ve Zlin& a Zatci. V roce 1953 absolvoval Agrono-
mickou fakultu Vysoké §koly zemédélské v Praze a v témZe roce nastoupil jako ag-
ronom-fytopatolog do Vyzkumného ustavu rostlinné vyroby v Praze-Ruzyni, kde
pracuje dodnes. V roce 1967 obh4jil kandidatskou disertaéni praci.

Samostatnou védeckou ¢innost zapocal studiem problematiky vlivu organomine-
ralniho hnojeni na vyskyt chorob u nékterych plodin. Od roku 1959 se specializoval
na fefeni ekonomicky zavazné problematiky virdz a fytoplazmdz obilnin a picnich
trav. Na izemi nageho statu zjistil a zevrubné popsal celkem osm virti a dvé fytoplaz-
my na obilninach a $est vir(i na picnich travach. Slo vesmés o patogeny nové nebo na
Gizemi byvalého Ceskoslovenska dosud nezji§téné. Ze zahrani¢nich sbér uskute&ng-
nych v Mad’arsku, Polsku, Rumunsku, Némecku a Svédsku identifikoval Sest pro
tyto staty novych virl. Mnohé jeho nalezy maji tedy svétovou nebo evropskou prioritu a ziskaly zaslouZené zahrani¢ni
ohlas a uznani.

Ing. Vacke publikoval vysledky své védecké ¢innosti ve 112 ptivodnich védeckych sdélenich, 32 odbormnych &lan-
cich, 4 statich v kniZnich publikacich a v 26 zavére¢nych vyzkumnych zpravach. Zasadni vyznam pro rozvoj védniho
oboru maji jeho studie o epidemiologii, 8kodlivosti a rozsifeni viru sterilni zakrslosti ovsa a metodika komplexni
ochrany proti tomuto viru, ktery limitoval p&stovéani ovsa na Ceskomoravské vrchoving, dale identifikace a Gplna
charakterizace ve svéteé dosud nepopsaného viru zakrslosti p§enice a vypracovani navrhu ochrannych opatfeni. Nemé-
né vyznamné bylo feSeni otdzky siln¢ho poskozeni semenéiskjch porosti ovsiku vyvySeného kmenem viru sterilni
zakrslosti ovsa na naem uzemi. V sedmdesatych letech jako prvni v Evropé identifikoval virus modré zakrslosti ovsa
a zjistil novy kmen fytoplazmy Zloutenky aster jako ptivodce kalamitniho poskozeni jarnich obilnin na Slovensku,
Pozdgji identifikoval a charakterizoval virus mozaiky jilku, ktery izoloval z jilku a kostfavy, a popsal dal§i patogeny
nové na nafem Gzemi — fytoplazmu svétle zelené zakrslosti pSenice na pSenici a Zité, pivodce vyristkové zakrslosti
jilku, a virus mozaiky pSenice ozimé. V dalich vyzkumnych etapach popsal virus mozaiky svefepu na obilnindch
a zjistil jeho hlavni pienaSece, identifikoval dva unas nové viry na srze fiznadce, a to viry mirné mozaiky a skvrnitosti
sthy a virus mozaiky pyru na pSenici. Z hlediska praktické ochrany obilnin bylo vyznamné jeho feSeni problematiky
odolnosti k virim sterilni zakrslosti ovsa, modré zakrslosti ovsa a zakrslosti pSenice vetn& vypracovani postupl
testovani odolnosti péstovaného sortimentu a vysledky jeho praci z oblasti vztaht virus—vektor,

V posledni dobé pokratuje ve vyzkumu novych virli na obilnindch a travach, fesi prognézu a signalizaci vyskytu
viru zakrslosti pSenice a intenzivné se vénuje problematice odolnosti k viru Zluté zakrslosti jeémene, ktery patii
k nejvyznamnéj$im virdm obilnin u nas. Vypracoval metodicky postup polniho testovani odolnosti obilnin k tomuto
viru a spolu s kolektivem oddgleni $lechtitelskych metod odboru genetiky a §lechténi rostlin VURV fesi otazky odol-
nosti povolenych odrd a perspektivnich novoslechténi, otazky detekce donorl rezistence a jejich vyuziti v hybridiza¢nich
programech.

Nemené vyznamna a rozsahla je jeho populariza¢ni pfednaskovd ¢innost a expertni innost pro odborniky $lechti-
telskych stanic, Statni rostlinolékai'ské spravy a pro péstitelskou praxi. Nezanedbava ani vychovu mladych odborniki.
O virovych chorobéach obilnin pfednasel v ramei vyuky na Ceské zem&d&lské univerzité v Praze a Jihodeské univerzi-
t& v Ceskych Budgjovicich, kde byl té# skolitelem Fady diplomanta.

My vsichni, ktefi ho zname, mu upfimné piejeme do dalich let plné zdravi, spokojenost a pfedeviim fyzickou
a duSevni energii k tviiréi védecké &innosti a dosazeni dalgich objevi.

Zdenko Poldk (Praha)
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